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Mary Pat Fannon, Executive Director
1217 S. Potomac Street

Baltimore, MD 21224
410-935-7281

marypat.fannon@pssam.org

BILL: SB 394

TITLE: State Board of Education - Membership - School Principal

DATE: March 1, 2023

POSITION: Support

COMMITTEE: Education, Energy, and the Environment

CONTACT: Mary Pat Fannon, Executive Director, PSSAM

The Public School Superintendents’ Association of Maryland (PSSAM), on behalf of all
twenty-four public school superintendents, supports Senate Bill 394.

House Bill 394 would add an active, certified principal to the Maryland State Board of Education
(MSDE). This bill would require a state-wide election to be held for all active and certified
principals in the State, as well as require that the principal member who receives the highest
number of votes be appointed to the vacancy by the Governor. Additionally, House Bill 394
provides parameters for the voting capacity and term length of the principal member.

PSSAM appreciates the goal of this legislation to allow for the appointment of a principal
member to the Maryland State Board of Education. Maryland’s superintendents have found value
in adequate representation of other populations through elections and appointments to the State
Board, such as teacher and student members. PSSAM sees the language of this legislation as a
natural extension of these populations, as well as a vehicle for adequate representation of school
leadership on the Maryland State Board of Education, which is essential for equitable outcomes
in education.

For these reasons, PSSAM supports Senate Bill 394 and urges a favorable committee report.
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___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Good afternoon, Committee Chair, Committee Vice-Chair and Committee Members, 

My name is Theresa “Terry” Ball, and I am the Executive Director of the Maryland Association of 
Elementary School Principals.  As a retired principal  with over 40 years in education, and as the 
representative of the MAESP  Executive Board, I am here to support Senate Bill 394 which would add an 
acting principal as a member to the Maryland State Board of Education.  This would signify to all of 
Maryland’s school principals that their voice matters and will be heard as they work to ensure students 
receive a high-quality education regardless of their learning setting. 

Principals and school leaders matter and are essential to the success of their staffs, students and learning 
communities.  As a member representative of those school leaders Pre-K to 12, the principal state board 
member would be able to express the reality of implementing board policies and legislation on an 
experiential level. 

The  Maryland State Board of Education’s mission is to ‘provide leadership, set policy, and advocate for 
continuous improvement of Maryland’s educational system’.  The board’s mission can best be 
accomplished by the engagement of all stakeholders including principals. The teacher, student and parent 
voices on the board give perspective but without the principal voice it is just perception. 

I would like to thank Senator Kramer for his work in sponsoring SB394 and thank each of you for your 
consideration.  Passing SB 394 supports the State Board of Education in seeking stakeholder engagement 
and support.  This will allow principals to give voice and perspective to discussion, planning and 
implementation of policy.   

For these reasons, the Maryland Association of Elementary School Principals (MAESP) strongly supports 
SB394. 
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Testimony in Support with Amendments to Senate Bill 394  
State Board of Education - Membership - School Principal 

 
Senate Committee on Education, Energy, and the Environment 

March 1, 2023 
 

Lauren Lamb 
Government Relations 

 
The Maryland State Education Association supports, with amendments, Senate Bill 
394, which would alter the membership of the State Board of Education to include a 
school principal as a member and provide for the initial term of the principal 
member of the State Board.  
 
MSEA represents 75,000 educators and school employees who work in Maryland’s 
public schools, teaching and preparing our almost 900,000 students so they can 
pursue their dreams.  MSEA also represents 39 local affiliates in every county across 
the state of Maryland, and our parent affiliate is the 3-million-member National 
Education Association (NEA). 
 
Including a teacher and principal on the State Board of Education provides valuable 
insight into the daily operations and needs of Maryland’s schools. However, we 
continue to lack the perspective of a non-supervisory, non-certificated education 
support professional, such as a paraeducator, interpreter, food service staff member, 
school nurse, or one of the many other roles that keep our schools functioning. Such 
a member would bring a unique and essential perspective to the State Board’s role 
in the oversight and regulation of education policy.  
 
We therefore urge an amendment to add an elected non-supervisory education 
support professional to the State Board with the same voting rights and 
restrictions as the teacher member and principal member. The education support 
professional member should be elected in a manner and to a term comparable to 
the teacher member, with voting made available to all non-supervisory, non-
certificated school employees in the state.  



 

 
With the inclusion of the proposed amendment, we urge the Committee to issue 
a Favorable Report on Senate Bill 394.  
 
 

 
 
 


